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Lunch event
creates fun
atmosphere,
Mayor Says

CONTINUED FROM PAGE A1

“Tt's a pnod way for camamderie
and L encourages mare kmowledpe
about what's going on,” said Mayer
Dave Burpess.

"1 creates that much more of & fun
atmosphere.”

Others businesses hosting affordable
meals inciude ‘Westman
Communications Group, Stream N’
Wood (at The Rivethank Discavery
Ceatre) and West End Sobeys.

Burgesy also looks forward to the
June 11-12 Westman Airshow, kicking
the weekend into high mode,

Adrshaw tickers inctude 2 cowpon for
haif-price admission ta the fair and one
free Conkiin side.

matichols@brandonsun.com

THAT’S 0DD!

New Jersey police arrest
80-year-old madam

LINDENWOLD, NI — Police
made 2 surprising discovery when they
busted the alleped madam of a prosti-
tution ring called August Playmates:
The woman runsing the show was an
80-year-old grandmatiier. )

Authorities arrested Vera Tursi last
manth during # sting operation to
crack down on prostitution rings pes-
ing as lepal escart services.

 Palice say Tumi ran the business
from her two-bedroom apartment, tak-
ing $60 of every 5160 US she charged
clients for one hour with 3 eall giri,

Law enforcement officinls say Turst
admizted her role in the business, say-
ing she took it aver a few years ago
from her davghter, who had died.
Police say Tursi told them she needed
moncy to subsidize her Social Security
cheques.

Undercover pu!u:e first began to
wonder abput the age of their suspect
when they called the escort service as
part of their sting operasion. They said
she seemed to have difficulty bresth-
ing. |

“You get  feel for how old some-
one is when you talk 10 them," Det.
Sgt. Thomas Cormely told the Sunday
Star-Ledger of Newark

“She sounded like an B0-year-old
woman.'"

Farmer hopes hem
lives up to potentla

BY MARCY NICHDLSON

SBITT— Horses gaze toward
the curvaceaus plot of dask soif

where sandpipers scamper and

. a red tractor pulls a seeder along its

grooves,

There is nothing out of the ordi-
nary on this small farm 30 km south-
east of Brandon — yet.

A pood dose of warmth and mpis-
ture, however, will tern this Pmme
fand tropical.

“] don’t know of anybady else in
shis area prowing hemp. They all think
I've lost my marbles,” said Alan
McKenzie,

The 3l-yeur-ofd drives his old
International tractor, booking back at
the traifing double-disc drill press thas
drops arganic hemp seeds into the
grotind,

* Contracted with Hemp U:I
Canada, he grows hemp to be sold a5
edible seeds and oil.

MeKenzie's farming life pivoted in
October 2003, when his family Jost iis
pregnant mares urine (PMU) contract.

Leaving the farm was never d come

- dideration for this young farmer.

"['ve wanted to farm since T was

' five. T was the kid on the schonl bus

who pot excited when they saw a tmc-
tar," he said, lnughing at himself,

"1 always figured I'd find o way 1o
make it work."”

Like many devastated PMU ranich-

ery, he looked to the nich: market of
otganic farming, -

“Whiat everybody's dmng xsnt
working any mare, I'm trying to find
something not everyone else is doing,"
he said.

« 8o the former PMU macher now
farms organic cattle, Aax, oat, imothy
seed and hemp oa the family land he
bnught six yeurs ago.

And' for someope who grows an.

orpanic crop telated 1o mardjusng,
McKenzie dispels the stereatype.
People who- Ir.nn’w-

[+ deseribe i A5 2 rBantee:

said through faughter,

Last year, McKenzie planted 45
acnes of hemp, ar cannabis sativa.
Drespite the crop's poor success, he hos
sown 20 ocres this year in what he
calls his *do or die" crop.

It's not a crop that's easy on the
bonk account. Organic hemp seed
costs four r:u:nr.s 2s much 24 organic 0ag
seed.

“‘Last year was a flop but the poten-

. tial’s there” he said, shaking his head

at the unioriunate combination of no
experience and poor weather.

Hemp and marjeana are different
varieties of the cannabis sativa plant,
and both contain delts 9 tetrahydm-
cannabinol, or THC, wkich is the
ingredient in cannabis that causes psy-
chooopic activity.

"I wanted to grow something that's
{00 much of a pain that aot everyone
wants to do it,"” McKenzie said.

He's not ladding,

Not only does = hemp farmer need
to underpo a criminal record check
each year before planting another crop

. and obtain a licence, they also need o

provide Healih Canada with thieir
field's plobal pusmumng system co-

Neshitt farmer Alan McKeniie:" holds the uréanlﬁ hemp seed ke hopes will

turn into a successful crop.

- ordinates so they can be inspected at

any tme

Hemp fields nre not permitted with- .

in one klomerre of sghool grounds or
any public place where kids under 18
years of age frequent.

Industrial hemp farmers must send
their praduct to laborataries to ensure
it has not exceeded the legal 0.3 mg of
THC.

Marijuzpa containg ﬂgmﬁcnnﬂy
mosre THC than hewsp, typically rang-
ing fram five to [5 per cent.

According 1o the Health Canada

“website, 270 kg adult necds to ingest &

sinple dose of 20 mg to experience psy-

chowrapic acivity and 5 mg for any
physiological efects.

Anothes difference is the way the

plants are grown,

While hemp plants are grown close
topether to maximize stalk prowth,
markjueana plants are grown in npen
areas to encourage higher THIC levels
throuph maximum leaf growth,

Look for a future article on McKenze
and kis second aop of hemp this fall
during harvest.

minichols@brandonsun.com

Town resum
water servic

CONKTINLED FROM A1

Bur the sysem couldr't hand:
week’s downpours, leaving coun
make a rough cail.

“T've never seen this much v
said Reeve Arnold Pirie as be sat
pickup ¢ruck on Provindal Roa
benween rwo smali lakes where fn
used 10 be. “We had a choice be
water floading the wwn or having

The RM opied to partatly clo
culverts to stop oo much water §l
inw 1own, but it {looded fields just
of Highway 16.

Meanwhile, a sign postedto e n
highway sign said it all: "Lake M
Fishing Derby, 52, profits doom
flood relief.” The placard stands |
Dlennis Memeyk's crop. On Sav
his sen and some of his buddies
boaring over the spat where he'd £
Canols.

"I must have 20 10 25 acres in
there,” said Memryk, adding it's e
10 re-seed, “That's all lost unless
body comes up with something fre
government o cover his,"

The RM turned the town's wate
ply off forhours as a time on Th
and Friday to prevens iis sewer s
from overloading,

Tt also cut canale throuph
streets to hypass overloaded culver
ditehes,

Shutting dowa the water gave
200 Stratheinir schoolchiidren T
afternoon aff,

But regular waler service s
yesterday, and the town's water m
expected (o stay on as long as
cdrops dow't fall

VIf we do get more tain, 1 ues
bigger problem,” said Coun,
Rapléy. “Hut there isn't much me
can da’”

Environment Canada’s farecs
nearby Shoal Lake, however, pred:
chance of showess yesterday e
and Tuesday, and min Wednesdz
Thursday. Brandon has the sami
cast.

Strathefair is a community af 41
idents abaut 90 kilometres northy

Brandon.

— with fles front
thitcher@brandonsun.com

Déep Throat's daugii
says money a motive
in coming forward n

SANTA ROSA, Calif, —
daughter of the former FBI agzn
was revenled this week as Deep 11
has sclmimwledged that meaey pl
mole in the family’s decision to g
lie.

Mark Felt, 91, was the key sou
the Washington Fost's Watergate
npstion that helped bring down
dent Richard Nixor. Felt steppe
ward this week, ending a three-¢
debate about the source's true ide

“He is relieved to get the sea
hig chest," Joun Felt said of her
in an interview published Sunday
Press Democrat,

Joan Felt, @1, told the new
there were many reasons her
wanted to reveal the elder Felt's)
Watergate after thres decade:
added, "1 won't deny that to
money is one of them.” Some I
agents have said the family coulc
more thaa $1 millian US fom o
deal. /AF




